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ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 



By: Matthew Hocker 


r The Avengers is a team of superheroes 
that has appeared in comic books 
and action movies since 1963. What 
if the Avengers were vehicles instead of 
people? Some antique cars, trucks, and even 
motorcycles had names similar to superhero 
names. These are just a few of them. ..the 
Carvengers! 


Hulk (Bruce Banner) 


1958 Banner Boy Buckboard 


Captain American 


1911 Thor Motorcycle 


1968 Austin America 


1957 Chevrolet “Black Widow’ 


2004 Iron Horse Bicycle 


1919 Hawkeye Truck 


1961 Plymouth Fury 











By: Warren H. Erb 

WHY WOOD? 


In the 1910’s, people traveled mainly 
by train. Horse-drawn carriages called 
“hacks” moved small groups of people with 
luggage and gear between railroad stations 
(depots) and country hotels or estates. 
When automobiles appeared, station 
wagons (sometimes called depot hacks) 
began to replace the horses and hacks. 
Station wagons were made from cars, not 
trucks or buses, to give them a good ride 
and easy handling. 

In the 1920’s, most automobile bodies 
looked like they were all made of steel, but 
they were not. They were built by covering 
a wooden frame with steel sheets. Only a 
few station wagons were built and they 
were used mostly in good weather. It was 
cheaper to forget the sheet steel and just 
cover their frames with wood. It was also 
cheaper to use clear finish instead of color 
paint. The beauty of the exposed wood 
helped make up for boxy looks, and clear- 
coated wood got to be normal for station 
wagons. 

In 1929, Ford made station wagons more 
popular by placing one in its Model A line. 
It continued using exposed wood framing, 
wooden panelsandclearfinish.Throughout 
the 1930’s and up to 1942, station wagons 
changed very little. Part of the reason for 
this was the way people expected them to 
look. Another reason for this was because 
the number of stations wagon sold was still 
small. 


All-steel bodies became standard in most 
cars during the early 1930’s. Wooden- 
body-building factories, special machines 
and craftsmen were still with us. Some of 
these would be put to work making station 
wagons. 

After World War II, there was a huge need 
for cars of all types. Steel was hard to get. 
Making station wagons out of wood helped 
fill the need. Wood was used on other body 
styles too, such as the beautiful Chrysler 
Town & Country sedans and convertibles 
and the handsome Ford Sportsman 
convertible. 

Several things kept people from buying 
wooden station wagons. When new, they 
were very expensive. They were also very 
expensive to keep looking nice and new. As 
used cars, their price was always very low. 

In 1949, General Motors, Plymouth and 
Jeep introduced all-steel station wagons. 
They were less expensive and much easier 
to take care of than wooden ones. As a 
result, the station wagon became very 
popular for many years. The last year real 
wood was used was 1953, but the looks 
of wood by using wood-grain plastics and 
decals continued until recently. 

If you would like to know more about 
station wagons and are in the area, please 
visit the AACA Museum in Hershey, PA, 
between May 23 and October 12, 2015 
and enjoy their special exhibit, “A Family 
Affair,” celebrating the station wagon. 






1948 Chrysler 
Town & Country 


1949 Plymouth - No Wood 


1953 Buick 
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BY: WARREN H. ERB 

RAYMOND LOEWY 

FATHER OF INDUSTRIAL DESIGN 



to design the look of a machine. It was the first time he 
designed a machine. Loewy did such a good job that 
more companies wanted his help, including Sears. Loewy 
designed a refrigerator for Sears, and this design helped to 
make him famous. 

In 1 936, Loewy started working for an American car maker 
called Studebaker. In the beginning, his job was to give 
expert advice on designing cars. His job changed in 1 939. 
This is when he started designing cars with Virgil M. Exner, 
Studebaker's main designer. Their first designs as a team 
began appearing in Studebaker cars made in the late 
1 930s. Loewy also created a new logo for Studebaker to 
replace the old-fashioned car wheel which had been used 
since 1 91 2. The new logo was both simple and modern 
looking. 

Loewy also created designs for trains, and he began 
working with the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1 937. His 
best known designs for them were their passenger 


At first, Loewy lived in New York and worked as a 
window designer. He created window designs for famous 
department stores like Macy's. He 
was also an artist for the popular 
magazines, Vogue and Harper's 
Bazaar. In 1 929, he was asked 


Raymond Loewy 
(1893 - 1986 ) 


Raymond Loewy was born in Paris, France, on November 5, 
1 893. He was a French-born American industrial designer 
who became famous for the large number of his designs 
that appeared in a variety of industries. Because of this he 
had nicknames, such as "The Man Who Shaped America." 
His picture was on the cover of the October 31 , 1 949 issue 
of Time magazine. 


Loewy was a soldier in the French army during World War 
I (1 91 4-1 91 8). He did so well that he became an army 
captain, and he was given a medal after he was hurt in 
battle. He moved to the United States in the 1 920s, and 
America would be his home for most of his 70-year career. 





The Old Studebaker Logo 



Loewy’s Studebaker Logo 
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Shel I fuel logo Exxon fuel logo 


Loewy designed this He designed the color scheme for 

soda machine. the president’s plane, Air Force One. 



locomotives. He designed a sleek streamlined body for 
a steam locomotive to pull their newly restyled train, 
the 1 938 Broadway Limited. He followed by styling and 
improving the looks of several steam, electric and diesel- 
electric locomotives. Loewy's studios designed more 
than just locomotives for the Pennsylvania Railroad. They 
also worked on designs for train stations, passenger-car 
interiors and advertising material. 

During World War II (1 941 -1 945), the U.S. government only 
allowed the car maker design departments to work on cars 
and trucks for the military. They could not design normal 
cars. Even though Loewy did work for Studebaker, his 
design business was not owned by Studebaker. Because 
of this, Loewy and his team were allowed to work on 
designing normal cars. This helped Studebaker to launch 
the first all-new postwar automobile in 1 947, two years 
ahead of the "Big Three" car companies (Ford, Chrysler and 
GM). 


In addition to the bullet-nosed Studebakers of 1 950 and 
1 951 , Loewy's team created the 1 953 Studebaker line, 
highlighted by the Starliner and Starlight coupes. Loewy 
also designed the 1 963 Studebaker Avanti in an effort to 
attract the attention of younger buyers. Even today, all 
of these cars continue to have a strong reputation. Many 
people think of the Starlight as one of the best-designed 
cars of the 1 950s and the Starliner as "one of the most 
beautiful cars ever made." The Avanti was very modern 
looking and is still popular with car collectors. 

Cars and trains were just a few things Raymond Loewy 
worked on. Loewy designed logos for the TWA airline 
and the Shell, Exxon, and BP gas companies. He also did 
design work for the Greyhound Scenicruiser bus, Coca- 
Cola vending machines, the paint job on Air Force One 
and many other projects. Loewy retired at the age of 87 
in 1 980. He moved back to France, where he died in his 
Monte Carlo home in 1 986. 









WE NEED... 

SHORT ORIiCiei, poems, 

photos, crossword pumes 

ODD WORD SeORCHeS FROM 

our juniOR memBeRj. 



Please send to: 

Chris Ritter 

AACA Library & Research Center 
501 West Governor Road 
Hershey, PA 17033 
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Exercise your brain with this crossword puzzle. The answers are hidden throughout the magazine! 



Across 

2. Nick Fury shares his name with the 1961 
Fury. 

4. Name of the last part in the exhaust system 

5. The Incredible Hulk's real name is Bruce . 

8. In 1937, Loewy began working with the 
Railroad. 

11. Loewy created for Studebaker, Shell and 

Exxon. 

14. The team of Marvel superheroes that include 

Captain America and Black Widow 

16. Railroad stations were also known as . 


Down 

1. Name of the car company that Loewy designed cars 
for 

3. The French city where Raymond Loewy was born 

6. Name of a second, smaller muffler 

7. Name of the 1954 Greyhound bus designed by 
Loewy 

9. Name of the company that created the Sportsman 
Convertible 

10. The part of the car that helps make things quieter 

12. A muffler is a part of the car's system. 

13. What motorcycle shares its name with a 
superhero? 

15. This metal was harder to find after World War II. 






This is a Volkswagen Truck — Color it RELIABLE . 
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Thank goodness for mufflers. The world would be a loud place without them! 


WHAT IS A By: Matthew Mocker u 

Muffler 
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Inside the muffler 


Exhaust System Diagram 


The world's 

replacement 
" Muffler 


A muffler from 1 962 A muffler from 1 929 


TAKE A MOMENT TO TURN ON THE TV. WHAT DO YOU HEAR? Now use both of your 
hands to cover your ears and listen again. What do you hear now? Can you hear a difference? 

When you cover your ears, you can still hear the TV but the TV sounds quieter. This is 
similar to how a car muffler works. Muffler comes from the word muffle. When you 
muffle something you are making it sound quieter. For example, covering your ears will 
muffle the sounds around you. 

In cars, the muffler is a part of the exhaust system. The exhaust system is made of parts 
that connect the car's engine to the tailpipe in the back. When the engine is working 
it creates fumes of gas. For a car to work properly, these fumes must have a way to 
escape the car. The fumes created by the engine pass through the exhaust pipe. 
The exhaust pipe is connected to the muffler. After the fumes pass through the 
muffler they escape through the tailpipe and are released into the air. 

This process makes very loud noises. It is the muffler's job to take those loud 
noises and make them quieter. How does it do this, you ask? When you 
look inside a muffler you will see a set of tubes. The tubes have holes 
in them, and sounds are released through the tubes. The sounds coming 
out of each tube bounce off the walls inside of the muffler. These sound waves 
interfere with one another or cancel each other out. This causes the noise to be quieter. 

In addition to the muffler, some cars also have a resonator. The resonator is a smaller muffler 
that works with the regular muffler to help make the noise even quieter. 
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The Antique Automobile Club of America 

501 W. Governor Road, P.O. Box 417, Hershey, PA 17033 
(717)534-1910 • www.aaca.org 


Name First 

M.I. 

Last 


Address 

City 

State 

Zip Code 

Signature 

Email Address 

Telephone 


JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP (AGE UP THROUGH 12 YEARS OLD) . . . $10.00 per calendar year 

Members receive quarterly newsletter, Wheels, button and badge. Date of Birth required for Juniors. 

Payment Method: 

Check or money order enclosed payable to AACA. (US funds only) Any check dishonored by a bank and 
returned to AACA will be subject to a charge of $15.00 

Charge to: (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

Card# Exp Date CV# 


Authorized Signature 



